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NEW YORK CITY’S LARGEST FREESTANDING CANCER CENTER  
OPENS FOR PATIENT CARE 

 
Perkins Eastman Architects, Ennead Architects, and ICRAVE Collaborate on  

The David H. Koch Center for Cancer Care at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  
 

 
      Credit: Andrew Rugge-Perkins Eastman 

 
New York, NY (February 6, 2020) Leading architecture and design firms Perkins 
Eastman Architects, Ennead Architects, and ICRAVE congratulate Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center on the recent opening of The David H. Koch Center for Cancer 
Care at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center for patient care. New York City’s 
largest freestanding cancer care center, the $1.5B, 750,000 sf facility integrates the 
latest advances in treatment with compassionate care, creating a model for 21st-century 
cancer care. 
 
“This facility is designed to be an active participant in healing the entire person, because 
we know that how you feel in your treatment space connects to how you feel overall, 
and the small conveniences and comforts we provide can go a long way,” said Suzen 
Heeley, Executive Director, Design & Construction, MSK. “We want everyone who steps 
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foot in the David H. Koch Center for Cancer Care at MSK to know and feel something 
— we’ve got you.” 
 
In concert with MSK Design, the building is a collaboration among Perkins Eastman 
Architects in association with Ennead Architects; Perkins Eastman Architects as Medical 
Planner and Interior Designer of Clinical Spaces; and ICRAVE as Experiential and 
Interior Designer of Public Spaces.  
  
The overall team was made up of over 30 firms and was led by Perkins Eastman 
Architects Chairman Bradford Perkins FAIA, MRAIC and Vice-Chair Mary-Jean 
Eastman FAIA, MRAIC, who said: “Together with our partners, we celebrate the 
forward-thinking vision and the compassionate mission of MSK embodied in this healing 
community. Through an expressive architecture, an artful arrangement of human-
centered healing spaces, and a robust clinical and technology platform that uniquely 
accommodates both next-generation treatments and early-phase clinical trials, The 
David H. Koch Center for Cancer Care at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center is a 
game-changing healing community. This wonderful building allowed us to take 
everything we have learned in our 25 years of work for MSKCC to the next level.” 
 
At 25 floors, The David H. Koch Center for Cancer Care at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center creates a unique architectural statement for MSK, the world’s oldest and 
largest private cancer center, as it continues to transform cancer care. Given the 
location along the East River, the building’s systems are reinforced by design and 
construction features to reduce energy consumption and operate at optimal efficiency 
even in the instance of a 500-year flood event. The project is on track to achieve LEED 
Gold certification. 
 
The building is an assemblage of smaller-scaled facade elements designed to break up 
the massing into smaller volumes, which create a more welcoming building and are 
responsive to the various programmatic needs for both openness and privacy inside. 
The texture of the façade balances the opacity of terra cotta fins with the transparency of 
glass, providing a distinct exterior identity and an interior environment with plentiful 
daylight and expansive views of the East River.  
 
Ennead Architects Design Partner Todd Schliemann FAIA said, “Working with our 
partners, we sought to design a building that telegraphs confidence in the exceptional 
culture of care that can be expected at MSK and defines a sense of place for the 
institution and the larger community that is calming and comfortable. The David H. Koch 
Center for Cancer Care at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center transforms the 
traditional image and experience of a medical center.”  
  
Containing 231 exam rooms, 110 infusion rooms, 37 procedure rooms, and 16 inpatient 
beds for those requiring a short stay, the facility is expected to receive an average of 
1,300 patients and support approximately 1,300 staff per day.  
 
Touchpoints that borrow from hospitality and unobtrusive technology are integrated 
throughout, illustrating MSK’s commitment to provide a welcoming, healing environment 
that mitigates the stress and anxiety associated with cancer care to patients, caregivers, 
physicians, and staff. This includes thoughtfully designed areas—organized around 
themes of Restoration, Recreation, and Activation—that will help patients and 
caregivers relax and rejuvenate, in addition to abundant natural light, unobstructed city 
views, and terraces for connection to the outdoors. 
 



 

ICRAVE’s founder and CEO, Lionel Ohayon, said: “Six years ago, we embarked on a 
journey with MSK and our partners to rethink the experience of cancer for patients, 
families, and caregivers. The result—The David H. Koch Center for Cancer Care—
provides not only a state-of-the-art treatment facility, but one that gives more control, 
choice, and freedom back to its patients through smart design and the use of 
technology. It is just the latest example of how MSK is the leader in innovating patient 
care.” 
 
Team 
MSK Design 
Architects: Perkins Eastman Architects in association with Ennead Architects 
Medical Planning: Perkins Eastman Architects  
Interior Design, Clinical Spaces: Perkins Eastman Architects 
Experiential and Interior Design, Public Spaces: ICRAVE 
MEP Engineer: Jaros Baum & Bolles 
Structural Engineer: Thornton Tomasetti 
Construction Manager: Turner Construction Company 
 
About Perkins Eastman Architects  
Ranked among the top healthcare design firms in the world, Perkins Eastman Architects 
is a global design firm founded on the belief that design can have a direct and positive 
impact on people’s lives. The firm’s award-winning practice draws on its 1,000 
professionals networked across 17 offices worldwide. By keeping the user’s needs 
foremost in the design process, the firm enhances the human experience across the 
spectrum of the built environment. For more information visit perkinseastman.com. 
 
About Ennead Architects 
Ennead Architects is an internationally-acclaimed, New York-based studio with offices in 
New York City and Shanghai. Renowned for its innovative educational, cultural, 
scientific and civic building designs that authentically express the progressive missions 
of their institutions and enhance the vitality of the public realm, Ennead is a leader in the 
design world. The firm’s collaborative process is based in extensive research involving 
the analysis of context, program, public image, emerging technologies and a 
commitment to sustainable solutions. www.ennead.com 
 
About ICRAVE  
ICRAVE is a leading design firm based in New York City that solves business 
challenges through strategy and design. Driven by two decades’ experience, ICRAVE’s 
interdisciplinary approach emphasizes innovation, thought leadership and immersive 
experience. Clients select ICRAVE as their design partner when challenged with 
blending physical, digital and service in a single setting to increase their commercial 
benefit. For that reason, the firm’s expertise and client base is wide-ranging: airports and 
air travel, hospitality and entertainment, mixed-use residential, and more. For more 
information, visit www.icrave.com.  
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